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specific measures would have pre-
vented specific tragedy. Charleston or
San Bernardino, Pulse or Las Vegas,
Parkland or Santa Fe, or Pittsburgh or
El Paso or Dayton or Boulder or Indi-
anapolis or Oxford or Buffalo or
Uvalde—we will never know because
the false reason to object is this meas-
ure wouldn’t have prevented that
shooting.

But that is not the way to approach
gun violence reform, because we know
there is no panacea; there is no single
measure. What we know is that stop-
ping gun violence requires that we act
with these measures and that common-
sense, sensible steps can prevent a
senseless, needless violence.

There is no panacea, but there are ac-
tions we can take. We are not without
agency.

Now, we need to be very blunt and
recognize that opposition to these
measures is bankrolled and emboldened
and enabled by the gun lobby’s dark
money, by its threats and intimida-
tion, by its encouragement.

And until my colleagues have the
courage to stand up to that gun lobby,
they will continue in its thrall and its
grip, and they will continue to be
complicit.

And some on our side, some who have
demonstrated the courage to stand up
and speak out, have shown that we
have the power to take action.

We lack facts about the shooter and
about the Kkilling, all the cir-
cumstances in Uvalde, but we know
enough to say that those families and
that community will be torn apart. It
will never be the same. They will never
be whole again because they have lost
something precious, and there will al-
ways be that hole in their hearts.

Already some of our Republican col-
leagues are saying we are politicizing
the issue, but they are the ones who,
for decades, have tied themselves to
the NRA’s fanatical devotion to unre-
stricted, unyielding firearms ownership
for political purposes at the expense of
real lives.

Tying themselves to firearms owner-
ship is unnecessary for law-abiding
citizens to own firearms. There are
commonsense actions we can take to
separate dangerous Kkillers from fire-
arms that are absolutely consistent
with the Second Amendment, as judged
by the Supreme Court, and absolutely
consistent with gun ownership by law-
abiding people.

We know these actions won’t save ev-
eryone, but there can be no doubt that
each of them will save some lives: ex-
panding background checks and closing
glaring loopholes in our background
check system; getting untraceable
ghost guns and military-style assault
weapons off our streets; protecting do-
mestic violence survivors from gun vio-
lence; keeping guns out of the hands of
domestic terrorists and violent extrem-
ists and individuals who are dangerous
to themselves or others, red flag stat-
utes; preventing kids from accidentally
and unintentionally shooting them-
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selves with unsecured firearms,
Ethan’s Law for safe storage; investing
in community violence intervention
programs—we know they work in Hart-
ford, New Haven, all around the State
of Connecticut; reducing the number of
firearm suicides—more than half of all
gun deaths are suicides; red flag stat-
utes, separating firearms from people
who are dangerous to themselves as
well as others.

We need to do all these things and
more. We need to do them right now
because every day that passes without
action means more of the same. Not
surprising, not stunning—more of the
same.

Those measures are written, they are
fully drafted, vetted for their constitu-
tionality. My subcommittee on the
Constitution has had hearings on them,
many of them: S. 529, the Background
Check Expansion Act; S. 591, the Back-
ground Check Completion Act; S. 1558,
the Untraceable Firearms Act to stop
ghost guns; S. 736, the Assault Weapons
Ban; S. 527, the Protecting Domestic
Violence and Stalking Victims Act; S.
2169, the Lori Jackson-Nicolette Elias
Domestic Violence Survivor Protection
Act, a hearing just last week on it; S.
2090, the Disarm Hate Act; S. 4278, the
Age 21 Act; S. 190, Ethan’s Law; S. 2982,
the Child Suicide Prevention and Le-
thal Means Safety Act; S. 1819, the Ex-
treme Risk Protection Order Act—the
red flag statutes.

Let us do one of them. Let us vote to
make one of them law. That is our job:
to vote. It is how we change this gut-
wrenching, heartbreaking status quo,
and it is how voters know where each
of us stand when push comes to shove.

So we have no words, but words will
mean nothing without action. We have
created a political movement. It is a
movement that is growing as young
people say: Enough is enough, as the
hand wringing and the tears are trans-
lated into action at the grassroots
level, action by State legislatures. Al-
most 20 states now have red flag stat-
utes in the wake of Parkland. And as
communities and States show that
they will no longer tolerate the hypoc-
risy of thoughts and prayers without
action, all of us who have advocated for
years—indeed, for decades—that this
body must act, we cannot lose courage
or heart. We cannot lose the hope, and
we must match our thoughts and pray-
ers with real action.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Madam Presi-
dent, I ask unanimous consent that the
order for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME
EN BLOC—H.R. 8 AND H.R. 1446

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Madam Presi-
dent, I understand that there are two
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additional bills at the desk, and I ask
for their first reading en bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will read the bills by title for the
first time.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (H.R. 8) to require a background
check for every firearm sale.

A bill (H.R. 1446) to amend chapter 44 of
title 18, United States Code, to strengthen
the background check procedures to be fol-
lowed before a Federal firearms licensee may
transfer a firearm to a person who is not
such a licensee.

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. I now ask for a
second reading, and I object to my own
request, all en bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion having been heard, the bills will
receive their second reading on the
next legislative day.

———

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY, MAY 25,
2022

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Madam Presi-
dent, I ask unanimous consent that
when the Senate completes its business
today, it adjourn until 10 a.m. on
Wednesday, May 25; that following the
prayer and pledge, the morning hour be
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the time
for the two leaders be reserved for their
use later in the day, and morning busi-
ness be closed; that upon conclusion of
morning business, the Senate proceed
to executive session to resume consid-
eration of the Thompson nomination;
finally, that if any nominations are
confirmed during Wednesday’s session,
the motions to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table and
the President be immediately notified
of the Senate’s action.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

—————

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M.
TOMORROW

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Madam Presi-
dent, if there is no further business to
come before the Senate, I ask that it
stand adjourned under the previous
order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 9:02 p.m., adjourned until Wednes-
day, May 25, 2022, at 10 a.m.

——————

NOMINATIONS

Executive nominations received by
the Senate on Thursday, May 19, 2022:
CORPORATION FOR PUBLIC BROADCASTING

RUBYDEE CALVERT, OF WYOMING, TO BE A MEMBER OF
THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE CORPORATION FOR
PUBLIC BROADCASTING FOR A TERM EXPIRING JANU-
ARY 31, 2028. (REAPPOINTMENT)

UNITED STATES INSTITUTE OF PEACE

KATHRYN WHEELBARGER, OF CALIFORNIA, TO BE A
MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE UNITED
STATES INSTITUTE OF PEACE FOR A TERM OF FOUR
YEARS, VICE STEPHEN D. KRASNER, TERM EXPIRED.

MICHAEL K. SINGH, OF ILLINOIS, TO BE A MEMBER OF
THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE UNITED STATES IN-
STITUTE OF PEACE FOR A TERM OF FOUR YEARS, VICE J.
ROBINSON WEST, TERM EXPIRED.

JONATHAN WINGATE BURKS, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE A
MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE UNITED
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